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held territory, and Communist™ gunfire brought’ 11‘«7
down. Downey was captured, later to be tmcd zmdf '

.I'Celebre .#e was there, So was U. S. Representative'}

U S Senator'Dodd of Connecticut was on hand.
He had tried for.a long time to gain freedom for the
: man. Secretary. of ‘Health, Education and Wellare

i (zrabowakx of Connectlcut And so was Mrs. Mary ;
Downey '

It hdppened last week in New Britain, Conn.
The city was dedicating a road in its.industrial park. }
| ‘They called the road John T, Downey Drive. - '}

Mrs. Downey, a troubled looking, retired school |
teacher and widow, cut the ribbon at the ceremo-
: nies. Soon she would be off on her fourth, heart-
{ ‘wrenching journey to a cell block deép in Red Chi-
{ na, There, she would talk—but only shortly, and on-

- ly in guarded words—with herson. . .
3 John T. Downey is a hero in New Brxtam. He
- was somewhat of a hero even before his experiences
. of the last 12 years. Prior to those dozen agonizing

yearq he was-a sports figure of some standing. At
| Yale, from which he was graduated with high aca-
£ - demic honors, he was a varsity athlete in foothall, ¥
. wr estling and track. He even found tlme for htcrary
‘magazine efforts of quality. -

But, graduation from Yale saw h;m take” em-
ployment in"a civilian program with the federal }
government He was sent to Japan. The Korean war
- was on, and: Downey hopped a plane to'a rear eche* .
lon position to.visit a friend on “duty there. Ina re~

‘ tum _plane hop, t the aircraft atrayed too close to Red-
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{ plane with the New Britain man.. When Downey -
will be freed—if ever—no one ¢an say. Meanwhxle,3

| friends—Fecteau’ s, too——w111 be mailing out Chrlstn

o e e T ) uwuubuu.t_ ZYHCITt wuu
-was called “ringleader” in an’ cffort to “axrdrop"L ¥

suPplles to* Other CI‘AMan‘” . .-

) .ﬂ i
For 12 years, Downey has sat in a Red Chmcse e ‘;'_ o

cell, serving a life sentence. For 12 years, dxplomatxc

manecuvers have failed to free hxm. And for 12

years, Mary Downey has heen a sympathetxcally-re- b

" ceived thorn in the side of the federal government,

- making frequént visits to hxgh Washmg‘ron offxuals

in an effort to free her son. . o L
Downey is not the on]y Amerlcan still held ln .

Red China. The number has dwindled cons:derably*" o

since the Korean War, but two or three others lan-

guish in prison there—-mcludm g at least one mcm, . "; |

Richard: Fecteau of, Lynn, Mass., who was on ths';

he receives mail, books and cigdrs from his mother,
his friends and the N ew Brwam folks who remem—
‘ber the hometown athlete who hxtched a ride on the™

) wrong airplane. B

.And along - about mxd November, Downey a‘ _

mas cards. (It takes a long time for the non-air ma11‘

cards'to get to the prisoners.) Any one who wants. . 3
1o7let Downey and Fecteau know they are not for~" N ¢

gotten at the Yuletide, carni 'do. the same then,’ 'I‘he‘
‘address for each of them is “cfo’ nal’
Bed Cross, Pekmg, Chma.
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